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in Russia to the point of becoming, so to speak, a national
form of architecture, associated with the most brilliant
epoch of the Russian monarchy at the close of the
eighteenth and the beginning of the nineteenth century.
The chateau was generally surrounded by a park, laid
out in the prevailing taste of that period, that is, in
accordance with the ideas of J. J. Rousseau, with which
he inspired the creator of Ermenonville.    There were
temples   dedicated   to   friendship,   rustic   hermitages,
artificial ruins, and  monuments  ornamented with in-
scriptions touching the human feelings.    The library,
in most cases, contained a complete collection of the
French  encyclopaedists  and  the  English  philosophers.
It often happened that all this sort of thing did not fit
particularly well the   landlords5  behaviour,  which in
certain regards retained the stamp of ancient Russia \
there were examples of an abuse of seigneurial power
and of arbitrary methods, encouraged by the absence
of an efficient control over the right of serfdom, but such
excesses were rather rare and, in general, the manners of
the land-holding nobility were gentle and polite.   My
parents were humane masters to their serfs, and the
greater part of their servants, or, as they were called
in distinction to the peasants attached  to the soil, Its
gens  de  la  cour, remained in their service even after
they had been freed.   As far back as I can remember,
there was in my parents' house a permanent staff of
cosmopolitan instructors:   English maids, and French,
English and German tutors and governesses.   This was
also a common custom in other houses of the same stand-
ing, and it explains why the majority of my compatriots
belonging to this class and this period spoke the principal
foreign knguages with such perfection*   The French
laji|p*age, particularly, was in current use*, not only at the